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HOUSING SECTOR, GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 
733. Mr J.R. QUIGLEY to the Treasurer: 
Will the Treasurer detail what actions the Gallop government is taking to support the Western Australian 
housing sector? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 
I thank the member for Mindarie for the question.  Housing is indeed a very important part of our economy.  It 
represented eight per cent of the gross state product in 2004-05.  It employed 111 000 people in the last quarter.  
We have seen housing grow very strongly in Western Australia.  Mortgage approvals are up 6.4 per cent in the 
September quarter.  Mortgage approval values are up by a whopping 25.2 per cent.  This state has the hottest real 
estate market in the country.  Clearly, the economic management of this state government is giving our people 
the confidence to build and to buy houses.  They know that the economy is in safe hands and they know that this 
government is working hard to keep our economic growth going. 
Let us have a look at what the government is doing for the housing industry.  Let us look at six good things the 
government is doing for the housing industry to keep it going.  Firstly, we have the most generous stamp duty 
exemptions for first home buyers in the country.  That is encouraging first home buyers into the market.  
Secondly, we are encouraging investors into the market.  We have cut land tax by $325 million over the next 
four years.  Thirdly, we are looking at the supply of land: 90 000 residential lots will come on stream in the next 
five years as a result of government land releases.  Our Keystart lending arm is supporting housing affordability: 
$784 million in approved loans in 2004-05.  We are not ignoring regulatory reform either.  My colleague the 
Minister for Housing and Works has embarked on a program to streamline building regulations.  We are 
addressing skills shortages that might threaten the future of the housing industry.  My colleague the Minister for 
Education and Training has completed arrangements to cut the length of time that it takes tradespeople in the 
building industry to compete an apprenticeship.  In fact, that initiative has been endorsed by both unions and 
industry, with one of Perth’s biggest home builders, Dale Alcock, having praised the Minister for Education and 
Training for tackling an issue that past governments ignored.  Have a look at that.  We are supporting a vital 
sector of our economy at the state level.  We are playing a very important part in developing that part of the 
economy.  While we are in government we will continue to work on economic development because we believe 
that state governments have an important role in promoting the economic prosperity of this state. 
The SPEAKER:  I call to order the Leader of the Opposition and the member for Murray. 
 


